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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 10.  The Comet - I I  

 

 

 

 

The Secret  Meet ing  

As t he meet ing bet ween J ames and Sir  J ohn get s over , J ames looks up t o t he st ar -st udded sky 

and medit at es upon t he f act  t hat  somewher e among t hese st ar s would be Comet  Dut t a, heading 

f or  a collision wit h t he Ear t h.  

On t he day of  t he meet ing, as J ames r eached t he venue, all his doubt s about  Sir  J ohn' s 

ef f iciency and t heir  decisions about  t he secr et  meet ing wer e dispelled. He saw t hat  all t he 

exper t s whom Sir  J ohn had t hought  of  invit ing wer e t her e f or  t he conf er ence. Among 

ast r onomer s, comput er  scient ist s, nuclear  physicist s, space t echnologist s and biologist s, Sir  

J ohn' s special invit ee, Mr  Manoj  Dut t a was also pr esent .  

The commit t ee r echecked J ames'  calculat ions wit h t he lat est  dat a available on Comet  Dut t a. 

Ther e wer e no doubt s lef t  about  t he collision as pr edict ed by - J ames. The slight  possibilit y 

t hat  t he comet  may not  collide was ver y bleak. The exper t s decided t hat  any def ensive act ions 

like living in under gr ound bunker s would not  help much.  

 

The Conclusion  

The exper t s agr eed t hat  an of f ensive act ion was necessar y. They decided t hat  t her e was a 

need t o def lect  t he comet  f r om it s usual pat h by giving it  a push. The exper t s decided t hat  a 

huge amount  of  nuclear  power  was r equir ed t o achieve t his t ask. Besides t his, t he suit abilit y of  

t ime and t he placement  of  t he nuclear  explosion and ot her  such decisions wer e cr ucial t o 

achieve success. So, t he commit t ee cr eat ed a t imet able, called t he ' Pr oj ect  Light  Br igade'  

t owar ds achieving t his at t end. I t  was decided t hat  if  by 10t h Oct ober , t he comet  was not  

dest r oyed by nat ur al causes, t he exper iment  would have t o be t aken f or war d. 
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Dut t ada and Sir John' s I ncreasing Af f init y  

Dur ing t he one week t hat  Dut t ada spent  in t he company of  exper t s, a close af f init y gr ew 

bet ween Dut t ada and Sir  J ohn. Dut t ada sought  f or  Sir  J ohn' s opinion about  t he exper iment  and 

Sir  J ohn humor ously inf or med him about  t he unpr edict abilit y of  t he ent ir e vent ur e. Dut t ada 

t our ed t he Br it ish I sles f or  t he next  t wo weeks. On his r et ur n, he was bombar ded wit h 

quest ions f r om t he pr ess. But , keeping t he det ails of  t he conf er ence conf ident ial was t he need 

of  t he hour .  

 

The Yaj na  

On r et ur ning home, Dut t ada saw a cr owd gat her ed at  his home. Dut t ada chided his wif e t hinking 

t hat  she had ar r anged t he yaj na because in t he past  going over seas was consider ed a t aboo. 

Sibaj i Babu, Dut t ada' s younger  br ot her  inf or med him t hat  t he yaj na was being conduct ed t o 

pacif y t he evil spir it  behind t he comet . So, t he Gur uj i had suggest ed conduct ing a ` shant i 

yaj na.'  Dut t ada was not  happy wit h t he f low of  t hese event s as he under st ood t hat  t he 

movement  of  comet s was f ir mly r oot ed in scient if ic and mat hemat ical calculat ions.  

 

Dut t ada and Sir John' s Mutual Admirat ion f or Each Other  

Ever  since Dut t ada' s r et ur n f r om London, bot h Dut t ada and Sir  J ohn had been in r egular  

cont act . Sir  J ohn admir ed Dut t ada' s scient if ic out look, wher eas, Dut t ada appr eciat ed Sir  

J ohn' s discipline and ef f iciency. I n a subt le way, Sir  J ohn would allude t o Comet  Dut t a, but  in a 

way t hat  Dut t ada would easily under st and.  

 

The Progress of  Proj ect  Light  Brigade and its Success  

Comet  Dut t a f ollowed it s pr edict ed pat h and t her ef or e t he t hr eat  of  collision was now quit e 

r eal. Sir  J ohn wr ot e Dut t ada a let t er  ment ioning t he commencement  of  t he pr oj ect . Ther e wer e 

j ust  t oo many quest ions about  t he success of  t he exper iment , t hat  it  caused a lot  of  anxiet y t o 

Dut t ada and per haps t o all who wer e involved in some way wit h t he exper iment . Amid t he puj a 

and Diwali celebr at ions, Dut t ada used t o r egular ly monit or  t he comet  t hr ough his Dibya t he 

comet  was now clear ly visible t o t he naked eye.  

The success of  pr oj ect  Light  Br igade was communicat ed t o Dut t ada t hr ough a t elex message 

t hat  Sir  J ohn sent  t o Calcut t a on 18t h November . 15t h December  was t he day when Comet   
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Dut t a came closest  t o t he Ear t h and millions could admir e it , not  knowing t he t hr eat  it  had 

caused. Dut t ada now r evealed t o his wif e t hat  t he comet  didn' t  cause any har m t o anybody and 

t her ef or e she was wr ong wit h her  super st it ious assumpt ions about  t he comet .  

 

Khoka,  Dut tada' s Grandson  

Hear ing her  husband t alk like t his, I ndr ani Debi r eveals t he r easons why t he comet  was not  

successf ul in har ming anyone. Dut t ada get s sur pr ised as he had never  said anyt hing about  t he 

pr oj ect  Light  Br igade t o her . She t ells her  husband t hat  Khoka, t heir  gr andson was r esponsible 

f or  saving all of  t hem. On Dut t ada' s r ef usal t o per f or m t he yaj na, Khoka was deput ed t o of f er  

pr ayer s, as a r esult  of  which t he evil spir it  of  t he comet  was pacif ied. Dut t ada, in his mind, 

t r ied t o cor r elat e t he t wo dif f er ent  pict ur es: One, in which Khoka per f or med t he puj a. The 

ot her , in which, t he scient ist s made t heir  calculat ions. Of  cour se, he could not  br ing t hem 

t oget her  and f ound t he wide gap t hat  separ at ed t he r at ional beings f r om t he super st it ious 

ones.  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  "For a moment  James wondered if  he had done his sums right . " Why was James  

    doubt f ul about  his sums and calculat ions?  

 Seeing t he st ar  st udded peacef ul night , it  was dif f icult  f or  J ames t o imagine t hat  a 

calamit y was await ed in t he f ut ur e. Ther ef or e, he wonder ed if  he had done his sums r ight .  

2.  What  did the scient ist s at  t he conf erence say about  James' s ' sums' ?  

  The scient ist s conf ir med t hat  J ames'  sums'  wer e r ight .  

3.  I mmediat e act ion was needed,  t he scient ist s decided.  Give one example each of   

   ' def ensive'  and ' of f ensive'  act ion ment ioned in the t ext .   

  The def ensive act ion would be t o live in under gr ound bunker s. However , of f ensive act ion 

was decided t o be mor e appr opr iat e. Of f ensive act ion would be t o def lect  Comet  Dut t a f r om it s 

pat h.  
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4.  "I  am not  buying and Christ mas present s t ill 15th December. " What  did Sir John mean  

    by t hat ?  

  Sir  J ohn was not  sur e about  t he success of  t he exper iment . He was not  sur e if  t he 

t hr eat  t hat  t he Comet  Dut t a posed could be war ded of f . Ther ef or e, Sir  J ohn want ed t o wait  

t ill 15t h December , which was t he dat e by when t he f inal r esult s of  t he exper iment  would 

become clear .  

 

 

 

1.  What  is Dut tada expected t o do on his ret urn f rom London?  

  Dut t ada is expect ed t o per f or m a ` sant i yaj na'  on his r et ur n f r om London.  

2.  What  is his react ion t o t he proposal?  

  Dut t ada get s ir r it at ed by such super st it ious and ir r at ional r it uals and r ef uses t o 

per f or m t he yaj na.  

3.   (i) What  does ' Proj ect  Light  Brigade'  ref er to?  

  Pr oj ect  Light  Br igade was t he code name given t o t he exper iment  t hat  t he exper t s 

decided t o conduct  in or der  t o pr event  Comet  Dut t a f r om colliding wit h t he Ear t h.  

  (ii) What  does Sir John say about  the Proj ect  in his let t er t o Dut t ada in Oct ober?  

  I n his let t er  t o Dut t ada t hat  Sir  J ohn sent  in Oct ober , he inf or med Dut t ada t hat  t he 

pr oj ect  had begun and he was hoping f or  it s success.  

4.  Did Sir John buy Christmas present s on 15t h December? How did Dut tada get  t o know  

   about  it ?  

  J ohn Macpher son wr ot e a let t er  t o Dut t ada on 18 t h November  t elling him about  t he 

success of  t he oper at ion, Light  Br igade, and t elling him t hat  now he would be buying Chr ist mas 

pr esent s on 15t h December . On 15t h December , t he comet  came closest  t o t he Ear t h; it  could be 

seen wit h t he naked eye.  

5.  Why,  according t o I ndrani Debi,  had the comet  not  been disast rous? Do you agree with  

    her?     

  Accor ding t o I ndr ani Debi, t he ' shant i yaj na'  t hat  was per f or med in her  house was 

r esponsible f or  war ding of f  t he evil spir it  behind t he comet . Ther ef or e, t he comet  pr oved not  

t o be disast r ous. No, t he comet  was not  disast r ous because of  t he measur es t aken by t he 

exper t  commit t ee.  

Comprehension Check- 2 
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6.  I s Dut tada' s general out look  

  (i) r at ional?     (ii) mor al?    (iii) t r adit ional?  

Choose t he right  word.  Say why you think it  r ight .   

  Dut t ada' s out look is sur ely r at ional. He doesn' t  invest  any f ait h in anyt hing t hat  cannot  

be pr oved by r eason.  

 

 

Exercise (Page 88) Discuss t he f ollowing t opics in small groups.  Write your answers 

af t erwards.   

1.  Should a scient ist ' s f indings be suppressed if  t hey seem dist urbing? Give reasons f or  

    and against  t he t opic.   

  No. A scient ist ' s f indings should never  be suppr essed no mat t er  how dist ur bing it  is. The 

masses have t he r ight  t o know t he t r ut h. Also, t her e is a possibilit y t hat  t he t r ut h opens up new 

vist as of  knowledge and explor at ion. Hiding it  is never  a solut ion.  

2.  Do you t hink ours is a t radit ional societ y? What  are some of  t he things we do t o be  

   called t radit ional? Do you f ind these t hings useless or usef ul?  

  Our s is def init ely a t r adit ional societ y. We blindly believe in r it uals simply because t hey 

have been f ollowed f r om gener at ions.  

  To me, super st it ions ar e not hing but  obsolet e t r ut hs of  an age long over . Despit e t hat , 

we cont inue t o have belief  in t hem because our  f or ef at her s did t hat  or  said t hat . These t hings 

ar e of  cour se useless. They ar e a complet e wast age of  t ime and bind us by t o element  of  f ear  

and put  a check on our  f r ee t hinking.  

3.  Give t wo or three examples t o show how science has been usef ul t o us.   

  Science is r esponsible f or  our  movement  f r om t he St one Age t o t he pr esent . Science 

could be used in r educing t ime t hat  is needed t o complet e a wor k and we could do it  ef f icient ly 

t oo. For  inst ance, t he boon t hat  we f ind in var ious appliances and gadget s. Science also helps in 

t r eat ing sever al diseases and t her eby incr eases t he longevit y of  lif e.  

4.  Give one example t o show how science has been misused and has as a result  been  

   harmf ul t o us.   

  A knif e could be used t o cut  veget ables or  t o kill anot her  per son. I t  is ent ir ely on t he 

user  how he uses a cer t ain pr oduct . Similar ly, some people have misused science t oo t or ment  

mankind. For  example, t he use of  weapons, nuclear  power  and deadly massacr es like Hir oshima 

Exercise 
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and Nagasaki show us t he f lip side of  science. 

  

 

 

 

 

1.  What  did James do as Sir John dropped him at  t he Regent  St reet ?  

  J ames looked up in t he st ar  st udded sky t o obser ve t he Comet  Dut t a among t hose st ar s. 

I t  was dif f icult  f or  him t o imagine t he calamit y on such a peacef ul night .  

2 Who all at t ended the conf erence arranged by Sir John?  

  Renowned exper t s like ast r onomer s, comput er  scient ist s, nuclear  physicist s, space 

t echnologist s and biologist s at t ended Sir  J ohn' s conf er ence. Man of  Dut t a was also pr esent  t o 

at t end t he same.  

3.  How long did t he conf erence last ?  

  The conf er ence went  on f or  a week.  

4.  How long was Dut t ada away f rom home,  in t he f oreign land?  

  For  about  t hr ee weeks. He spent  a week in London t o at t end t he conf er ence and t wo 

weeks t o t our  t he Br it ish I sles.  

5.  On receiving the t elex message f rom John Macpherson,  what  did Dut t ada do?  

  On r eading t he t elex message f r om Sir  J ohn which inf or med him about  t he success of  

t he oper at ion, Dut t ada r an t o his f avour it e r asagolla shop.  

 

 

 

1.  I n whom did Dut tada f ind a good f riend?  

  Dur ing t he conf er ence, Dut t ada developed closed af f init y wit h t he Def ence Advisor , 

J ohn Macpher son. Bot h admir ed each ot her . Dut t ada admir ed Sir  J ohn' s discipline and 

ef f iciency. Sir  J ohn admir ed Dut t ada' s scient if ic out look. Bot h r emained in cont act  even af t er  

Dut t ada came back f r om London.  

2.  What  was t he progress of  Comet  Dut ta in t he f irst  half  of  Oct ober?  

  Comet  Dut t a was f ollowing it s pr edict ed pat h. Till t he middle of  Oct ober , it  had alr eady 

developed a t ail. I t  was also cir cling ar ound t he sun and it  neit her  br oke apar t  nor  did it  

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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evapor at e. The exper t s had, t her ef or e, become sur e t hat  t he t hr eat  of  collision was quit e r eal.  

3.  What  kind of  welcome did Dut t ada enj oy on his ret urn f rom London?  

  On his r et ur n f r om London, Dut t ada was gr eet ed by a vast  cr owd of  f r iends, social 

leader s, st udent s and t he usual mob. He was loaded wit h quest ions and bombar ded wit h 

quest ions f r om t he pr ess. At  home he had a ver y dif f er ent  r ecept ion. His wif e had ar r anged a 

yaj na and had called t he pr iest s t o bless him. 

 

 

 

1.  Why did Dut tada not  succeed in explaining t he science behind t he comet s t o his wif e?  

  No. Dut t ada doesn' t  manage t o explain t o his wif e t he science behind t he comet s 

because his wif e was st eeped neck deep in super st it ions. His wif e asked t he pr iest  t o per f or m a 

yaj na, a shant i yaj na, t o war d of f  t he evil associat ed wit h t he comet . Dut t ada was inwar dly ver y 

upset  about  all t his. He would have liked t o explain t o his wif e and younger  br ot her  t he t r ut h 

but  t he det ails of  t he conf er ence had t o be kept  secr et . I n t he end, he t r ies t o t ell t he t r ut h, 

but  his wif e believed t hat  t he yaj na saved ever yone f r om t he comet . Dut t ada under st ood t he 

wide gulf  t hat  exist ed bet ween his and his wif e' s out look.  

 

 

 

Comment  on t he out look of  I ndrani Debi and Sibaj i babu.   

  I ndr ani Debi and Sibaj i babu, Dut t ada' s wif e and younger  br ot her , r espect ively had 

r egr essive out looks. They wer e super st it ious in t heir  t hinking and f ailed t o view mat t er s 

r at ionally and logically. Their  way of  t hinking should be st r ongly condemned.  

  For  if  all people begin t o t hink in t his manner  and decide t o per f or m puj as and yaj nas 

wit hout  t aking any concr et e and const r uct ive act ion, disast er  is bound t o happen. Such t hinking 

can save nobody. 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Value Based Quest ion 


